Vegetable display

Old Stone House apple and
cheese tasting is all about
varieties.

Cell towers

Helicopter will bring new
towers to Barton and
Brighton.
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Campers try to stop blasting

Don Nelson, right, points toward the new campsite on his Lowell farm that, he
hopes, will block blasting for the 21-turbine industrial wind project on the
ridgeline. Anne Morse and Kevin Gregoire of Craftsbury are on their way down
from a visit to the site. Our story is on page sixteen.

Photo by Chris Braithwaite

Irasburg Selectmen

Wells resigns as selectman

by Chris Braithwaite

TRASBURG — This town needs
a new selectman, but there seems to
be no shortage of candidates for the
job.

Selectman Randy Wells read his
letter of resignation at the end of
Monday night’s regular selectmen’s
meeting. The remaining two
selectmen will choose his temporary
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successor at their next regular
meeting, October 17.

Three people were at Monday’s
meeting to express an interest in
the position. They were Brent
Shafer, a real estate broker, Robin
Kay, a secretary at Irasburg Village
School, and Paul Turner, who
described himself as semi-retired.

In his letter, Mr. Wells said he
was resigning because he is moving
to Newport.

“It has been an honor to serve
on this board,” he wrote, “and I have
few regrets.”

Mr. Wells noted that he had
served the town for almost 25 years

(Continued on page thirty-six.)

Barton Selectmen
adopt dog ordinance

by Tena Starr

BARTON — Selectmen here
adopted a town dog ordinance
Monday night. It also applies to
wolf hybrids.

The eight-page ordinance, which
won’t take effect for 60 days, will
apply only to the parts of Barton
that aren’t in village limits.

The villages are excluded
because they already have their own
ordinances, Chairman Patsy
Tompkins said.

“Anywhere 1n town, if there’s an
unlicensed dog, we have to pick that
dog up,” Selectman Bob Croteau
said.

But if there’s a nuisance
problem within village limits, the
villages will address it, he said.

However, Selectman Larry

Scarpa said it didn’t sit right with
him to have three different dog
ordinances.

“They have their own
ordinances,” Mr. Croteau said. “If
someone breaks an ordinance in
Newport City we don’t respond to it.
You can’t just impose an ordinance
on the villages without dialogue.”

After the meeting, Mr. Scarpa
said the town’s ordinance is
comprehensive and addresses
problems that the village ordinances
may not. He said he wasn’t even
sure if the villages do have dog
ordinances, or if they do, what they
address.

“If they have an ordinance and
we have an ordinance, why are they
calling us to go in? And they did
call me to go in there and execute

(Continued on page thirty-eight.)

State releases draft
energy plan for 2050

by Joseph Gresser

By 2050 Vermont should meet
90 percent of all its energy
requirements — for electricity,
heating and transportation — from
renewable sources.

So says a recently released draft
of the Vermont Comprehensive
Energy Plan. The document, which
consists of a 19-page summary
backed up by over 500 pages of
supplementary material, was
created by representatives from ten
state agencies and departments.

According to the report,
Vermonters already get 50 percent
of their electrical power from
renewable sources, including hydro
power imported from Canada.
Heating and transportation, though,
lag far behind, the report says.

Looking into the details set
forth in the second portion of the
report, wind power, if all presently
proposed projects are built, will
provide 7 percent of Vermont’s
electrical needs or about 167
megawatts.

“Vermont’s mountain ridges
provide considerable technical
potential for the development of
wind resources,” the report states.
But the achievable potential is
significantly less when
“environmental considerations,
visual issues, ownership patterns,

access to transmission, and other
factors” are taken into
consideration.

At present industrial wind
development is barred on state
lands, although the report states
that decision could be revisited if
such projects are “deemed to be in
the public interest.”

The report acknowledges that
wind towers may provoke objections
on the basis of aesthetics. Resolving
these questions is the responsibility
of the Public Service Board, the
report said.

It goes on to ask if aesthetic
concerns should be balanced by
considerations of power costs and
economic benefits of a given project.
In order to make the review process
more uniform, the report said, the
Department of Public Service is
considering building in-house
expertise or hiring outside
aesthetics review experts.

If industrial-scale wind projects
are not feasible, the report suggests
that utilities could purchase power
from out-of-state wind projects, or
through net metering from small-
scale wind producers.

It sees wind as a useful balance
to solar electrical generation,
because the wind tends to blow
more when the sun is not at its
strongest. Solar voltaic systems are

(Continued on page thirty-nine.)
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Opinion

A bright orange line across the mountain

by Chris Braithwaite

If you are at all uneasy about the wisdom of
industrializing our ridgelines with wind turbines,
if you like to admire the fall foliage, and if you
feel the need for a bit of exercise, we have a
suggestion.

Put on a pair of stout, waterproof boots and
head over to Albany. Find the farm of Don and
Shirley Nelson (it’s in Lowell, but you can’t get
there from Lowell), and take a walk up their
mountain.

The path to a new campsite is marked with
bright bits of surveyor’s tape, so you shouldn’t get
lost. It will take you up to a big hayfield
decorated with a couple of ponds and a tiny
hunting camp. The view to the west is
spectacular. Then it’s into the woods and up a
path so wet, in spots, that it does a fair imitation
of a creek. You'll cross a couple of nameless
tributaries of Shatney Brook, each featuring very
busy waterfalls.

The forest is mixed, cut over countless times
in the past couple of centuries, but never farmed.
The terrain is much too steep for farming.

By the time you reach the campsite you may
feel that you've arrived at a wonderful sort of

nowhere, high, silent except for the occasional
birdcall and the rushing of those waterfalls, about
as peaceful as a place could be.

Oddly, though, there’s a bright orange tape
snaking through the trees a few feet further west,
parallel to the ridge. Oddly, there’s a sudden deep,
echoing boom. If you didn’t know better, you'd
think someone was trying to blow up the mountain.

Minutes later there’s the clank of big, really
big, machinery off to the west, working its way
ever-so-slowly toward you.

On the other side of that tape there is no
quarter for Mother Nature. She’s in the way, and
so being reformed to suit the needs of the trucks
that will climb the mountain with the bits of the
machines that will be put together to, in their
turn, put together the 21 turbines.

If you make the effort to climb that steep,
slippery trail, the bright orange tape might strike
you as a dividing line of sorts.

Between an old and new vision of the
Northeast Kingdom.

Between a Kingdom that has been
husbanded, however imperfectly, by generations
of people who did things in a small and simple
way; and a Kingdom that can be transformed by
people who don’t seem to care about all that —

people who will embrace any technology as long
as it is trendy and profitable.

Between people who will get along pretty well
on surprisingly little, as long as they value the
products of their labor; and people who will sell
out their town, and their neighbors, for a little
relief on the tax bill.

Between a place that is so high, so cussedly
strewn with deadfalls and moose shit that nobody
goes there except to hunt and hike and, each
winter for many years, enjoy the near-wilderness
experience of camping in the snow; and a
mountain so convenient that a guy can drive his
pickup to the top to check the oil on a multi-
million-dollar machine.

Both places are right there, right now, divided
only by that bright orange ribbon. If you're
willing to risk feeling that you're being torn in
two, it’s a place well worth visiting.

If you do accept the hospitality of Don and
Shirley Nelson, you might get in the way of the
blasting crew and buy a little time.

Time, perhaps, for all those extremely nice
people at Green Mountain Power to consider, one
more time, whether they really should be doing
business with those damn fools in the Northeast
Kingdom

Vermont has an opportunity with town forests

To the editor,

The state of Vermont has a wonderful
opportunity to do something that has never been
done before. With the help of our congressional
delegation and towns across the state, we have
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the opportunity to create a network of town
forests that will help preserve a wilderness
corridor stretching from New York to the
Atlantic. This regional effort of the Sierra Club is
being approached in different manners in our
neighboring states. Only here in Vermont are we
attempting to do this through the creation of
town forests that are bought with federal funds,
controlled by the town, and made available for
public use. The benefits of town forests can
include educational opportunities for school
groups, hiking opportunities for the public, and
the responsible harvesting of firewood for low
income households. With support from both the
public and our congressional delegation, the
potential for success is truly exciting. For more
information or to sign on as a supporter of this

Death notices

Dale R. Charron

Dale R. Charron, 75, died on October 3,
2011, at his home.

A memorial service will be held Saturday,
October 8, at 11 a.m. at the United Church of
Craftsbury in Craftsbury Common, with the
Reverend Alan Parker officiating. A time of
friendship and refreshments will follow the
service at the church prior to interment in the
Craftsbury Village Cemetery.

Koland Wayne Alling
Koland Wayne Alling died on September
3, 2011, at the Union House Nursing Home in
Glover.
The family plans a private memorial
service.

effort, please look at our web site,
www.action.sierraclub.org.
Sincerely yours,
David Ellenbogen
vice-chairman,
Vermont Sierra Club
Calais

It was a warm,
wet September

September was warmer and wetter than the
average September back through 1987.

At 60° September’s mean daily temperatures
averaged three degrees higher than the long-term
average of 57°, though well below the high of
61.5° recorded in September 2005.

The high last month was 81° on September 4,
and the low was 36.5° on September 17.

Rainfall last month totaled 4.42 inches, above
the long-term average of 3.70 inches, but less
than half the soggy high of 9.69 inches of
September 1999.

|
September 27-October 3, 2011

Snow on

High Low  Prec. Snow  Ground
T 9/27 77 49 0.00” 0.00” 0.00”
W 9/28 71 56 0.00” 0.00” 0.00”
Th 9/29 62 56 0.98” 0.00” 0.00”
F 93 66 53 0.08” 0.00° 0.00”
S 101 56 40 0.69” 0.00” 0.00”
S 102 51 40 0.89” 0.00” 0.00”
M 10/3 64 50 0.01” 0.00°” 0.00”

About letters, editorials, and opinions

The Chronicle welcomes letters from our
readers from all points on the political spectrum.

The deadline is Monday at noon. Letters may
be dropped off, mailed, e-mailed, or faxed.
Letters on paper must be signed, and all letters
must include a telephone number for
confirmation. All letters must include the
writer’s town.

We will not publish a letter that has been
sent anonymously to this office. In rare and
extreme circumstances, we will publish a letter
without the writer’s name. If we refuse such a
request, the writer has the option of withdrawing
the letter.

Please keep your letters brief. Most letters
more than 250 words will be edited for length.
Length aside, we reserve the right to edit letters
for content.

Letters should be about public issues, not
personal gripes. We will not run letters that are
libelous, racist, or contain personal attacks. We
welcome robust debate but won’t print letters
which, in our opinion, are merely offensive.

If you have had a letter published lately, we
won’t be likely to print a second one for a few
months. This is simply to give everyone a turn.

Thanks for your help making these pages
thought-provoking, lively, and interesting.
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Letters to the editor

Most Newport City residents will see water and sewer bills go down under new rate structure

Dear Editor:

The city has held three public
hearings to provide information on
our request to have city residents
approve of our plan to install water
meters for all city water users.

After reading several letters to the
editor | believe some additional
information is needed.

During the summer of 2008 the
city council was concerned that our
water and sewer fees were not
equitable among residential users.
After reviewing the billing data |
determined that the multifamily
residential units that had water
meters were paying significantly
less for water and sewer use than
equivalent multifamily units and
single family homes without water
meters. To address this inequity
the city council approved my
recommendation to have a biannual
living unit charge of $40 for metered
water users and $50 for metered
sewer users. These living unit
charges were included in the water
and sewer fees for the May 2009
through May 2010 billing.

The living unit charges are an
attempt to recover a portion of our
fixed costs from all residential water
and sewer users. Our water and
sewer system fixed costs are 62
percent of total cost for the fiscal
year that ended on 30 June 2011.
As of 11/1/2011 the living unit
charges for water of $21 per quarter
and $37.50 per quarter for sewer
users represents approximately 26
percent of the cost of the water and
sewer departments. Our water and
sewer systems are something like a
car. The main cost is the
purchasing, insuring, housing and
maintenance of the car. The only
costs that are related to car use are
the fuel and some maintenance

costs. Some local landlords believe
that all our costs should be
distributed based on usage alone
and we do not agree with this
volume-based approach.

After many complaints from
local landlords including a threat to
sue the city, the city council upon
receiving legal advice rescinded the
living unit charge in the spring of
2010. Our legal counsel advised us
that to have our water and sewer
rates prevail in court the city would
at least have to have a plan to
install water meters. It is true that
water and wastewater use is no
longer too cheap to meter. To have
an equitable system for charging all
uses for water and sewer use the
city must install water meters.

Our plan is to install water
meters over a time period not to
exceed ten years. We have chosen
this time period so that our water
and sewer users will not see
increases due to installation of
meters of more than $6 per year.
This is possible since we have a
cash balance of $122,158 in the
water fund and $378,355 in the
sewer fund and we will receive
additional income from our current
metered multifamily residential
water and sewer users.
Additionally, we intend to have the
large majority of meters installed by
our current public works employees
as time allows avoiding additional
labor costs.

To obtain some water usage
data from single family homes the
city installed 100 water meters.

The average usage for the last
billing cycle for these 100 meters
was 137 gallons per day. For
planning and permit issues the
state of Vermont uses 210 gallons
per day for a family of four. | know

People in the Kingdom are most affected

Editors,

| need to respond to the letter
from the resident of Colchester,
Connecticut. Iem a long-time
resident of Randolph, Vermont. |
have a camp on Brownington Pond,
so | make frequent trips to camp
from spring to November. | can see
the wind farm in Sheffield when |
go south into Barton on Route 5. |
can also spot that wind farm on [-91

going south for about 10-20 seconds.

Ites ugly, but not as ugly as the wind
farm on the Gaspee Peninsula in
Quebec. So, its beauty is relative.

One of the things which made
our country the greatest nation on
Earth, was the availability of cheap
energy; great forests, then water
power, then huge supplies of coal,
then oil, and then safe atomic
energy.

If wind power were genuinely
inexpensive in terms of build cost
and environmental impact, it would
be a natural successor to its
predecessors.

There are three forces which
should and do determine whether or
not the Lowell wind farm is built.
First is the entrepreneurs, whose
main interest is turning a profit.
Second are the levels of government
whose duties are ,, or should be ,,
to determine what is in the best

interests of the country and to listen
to the people. Third is the forces of
democracy. We, the people, or in
this case the folks who will be
affected by the environmental costs
and the power price, need to
understand the issues and voice
their concerns. The regulatory
agencies need to balance the various
impacts on people, the environment,
and Americaes power needs.
leve read the concerns of the
folks who will have to live in the
shadows of the wind farms. | think
| understand why we should accept
wind and solar power. But | and
the gentleman from Colchester,
Connecticut, both need to
understand that those wind farms,
ugly as they are, expensive as they
are, and free from local carbon
emission and foreign oil, affect the
people in the Northeast Kingdom
now and in the future more than
anyone else. Will they affect all of
the country? Should we bystanders
have a voice in their construction? |
think we have the right to comment
about this issue. But ites the folks
in the Kingdom who will have to
live with the giants waving their
arms on the hillsides.
Arny Spahn
Randolph

that residents are concerned about
water and sewer fees when meters
are installed.

The city council approved new
water and sewer fees to be effective
on November 1, 2011. At this point
in time all single-family residences
will be billed at the non-metered
rates....

The 2000 Census determined
that the average single family home
had 2.33 individuals while the
renter-occupied household had an
average of 2.06 individuals. Hence,
| expect for most residents the
water usage will be closer to 105
gallons per day than to 210 gallons
per day and most residents in a
single-family home will see a
decrease in their water and sewer

fees. For those metered single-
family homes that use 210 gallons of
water per day the increased charge
for water and sewer for a six month
period would be $2.62 over todayes
fixed cost of water and sewer.
Finally, our goal is to have our
rate structure reflect our cost
structure and insure that the costs
are distributed equitably to our
users. The city needs to have water
meters installed for all water users
to have our water and sewer
expenses distributed fairly. | ask
for your support of our water meter
installation plan when you vote on
November 8, 2011.
Respectfully,
City Manager John O. Ward Jr.
Newport City
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